Aleukemic leukemia cutis in a patient with Philadelphia chromosome-positive biphenotypic leukemia.
Aleukemic leukemia cutis is a rare condition characterized by the invasion of leukemic blasts into the skin before their appearance in the peripheral blood. Leukemia cutis usually occurs in patients with myeloid leukemia, especially the myelomonocytic and monocytic types of acute myeloblastic leukemia. We describe the case of a 62-year-old woman with aleukemic leukemia cutis who developed Philadelphia-positive acute leukemia 1 month after skin involvement. Leukemic cells expressed both myeloid and B-cell lineage surface markers, and monoclonal rearrangement of the immunoglobulin heavy chain was detected by Southern blot analysis. This report is the first of a case of aleukemic leukemia cutis preceding Philadelphia-positive biphenotypic leukemia.